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1. This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bisA(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



X 


Box No. I 


Basis of the report 




Box No. n 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. HI 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 


El 


Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. VB 


Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. Vffl 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44fcw.3(c) and 93bisA but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule AAbis .2). 
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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

H Box No. I Basis of the opinion 
H Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 



□ Box No. IV 
El Box No. V 



□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 

□ Box No. VIII 



Si 8 ^ 8 " 1 R V ,e 4 ? Wk1 WO) with re 9 ard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the International application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

wrifrln^nn' J"^ m ^ onal P^'^ary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion ~ 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the followinq 
anguage , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 * D ?o?S5 n i lr L the fc CaSe I h ? ^l ore than one version or c °Py of a sequence listing andfcr table relating thereto 
S 5 ed + or fV rn Ju h f ds ^ e re q u,red statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 



1 . [3 The following document has not been furnished: 

B copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 436/S.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bisA and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim This ODinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that thP nrinrih, riaim 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 436/s.l (a)(1) with regard to noveltv inventive st pn or 
■ndustrlal applicability; citations and explanations supporting su^ffem^nt P 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US 3 874 479 A (LUCK MEREDITH ET AL) 1 April 1975 (1975-04-01) 

D2: US-A-5 568 857 (CHEN KUAN-CHOU ET AL) 29 October 1 996 (1 996-1 0-29) 

2 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document): 

A movable table for serving out food (column 3, lines 48-51 ), the table having an 
operating position for serving out food and a transportation position (dismantled) 
for transporting the table. 

From this, the subject-matter of independent claim 1 and 15 differs in that: 
The movable table has two modules comprising automatic transferring device with 
a transferring mechanism that is disengaged when the table is in transportation 
position and connectable when the table is brought into operation position. 

2.1 The subject-matter of claim 1 and 1 5 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT) 
The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as: 
The time consuming in installing a movable table having an automated 
transferring device in a desired location. 

2.2 The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 and 1 5 of the present application 
is considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the followina 
reasons: a 

No document shows the combination mentioned in claims 1 or 15 

2.3 Claims 2-1 4 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



Document D2 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document)- 
A liftable roller conveyor having two modules with a transferring mechanism that is 
operatively connective to a transferring mechanism of a neighbouring module 
From this, the subject-matter of independent claim 1 and 15 differs in that- 
The roller conveyor of D2 is not a movable table (It is often mounted on the floor) 
and the mechanism is not engaged or disengaged for transportation purposes 
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3.1 The subject-matter of claim 1 and 1 5 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT. 

3.2 The subject matter of claim 1 and 1 5 of the present application is considered as 
involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

A roller conveyor having a liftable section to allow persons, trucks etc. passing 
through has nothing in common with a table that is movable to be installed quickly 
at a new location for serving out food. 

3.3 Claims 2-14 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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